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Recently, during Sunday worship at Unley UC, Bruce Martin shared with the congregation a personal epiphany: his realisation that that the world he knew (and had been comfortable with) was gone. In his words, "I am on the verge of a new world - a new reality - living in between the No longer and the Not yet. ... It is an uncomfortable place to be ... when the things that gave us security are gone ... when we do not know what lies ahead."
The last few weeks have been something of an epiphany for me, alerting me to the reality in which I now find myself. It was brought about by three seemingly unrelated events: a fifth bout of surgery to remove yet another cancer from my scalp; spotting a message on the notice board of the Brighton Church of Christ en route to an appointment with my barber; and starting to read a book that had been sitting unopened on my bedside table for the last month.
The surgery brought me face to face with my mortality and wondering how much longer I have to live.
The notice board message simply read: 'Jesus is God's selfie'.
The book was entitled Reimagining God: The Faith Journey of a Modern Heretic, written by the famous New Zealand theologian, Sir Lloyd Geering.
Interviewed in 2018 on his 100th birthday, Geering had some challenging, yet to me strangely reassuring, things to say.  

An ordained Presbyterian minister and Emeritus Professor of Religious Studies, he considers God to be a human idea, and calls himself a “non-theist”. He interprets God as a bundle of the highest ideas or values – love, justice, honesty, and purity – and considers Jesus to be a great teacher of wisdom and how to live life to the full. 
He still attends church in Wellington, one that has “moved with the times”. “The point of going to church is joining a group of people who help one another to face the future in faith, allowing considerably wide varieties of opinion and ... accepting of people as they are.”
While he spends some time meditating, he doesn’t pray. “There’s no one up there to answer them,” he says. “We’re the ones who are there to answer our prayers by the way we live and act.”
He concludes his book by arguing that the Ten Commandments have outlived their usefulness. As good and revolutionary a code of spirituality and behaviour as it was when first articulated by Moses more than 30 centuries ago, it is no longer relevant to the age we are now living in. Even the word 'Commandment' is inappropriate, given that we are free people who choose our behaviour out of inner conviction. He suggests that we would be better served by acknowledging what he describes as the Ten Practical Premises of Ecological Spirituality. They are
1. Stand in awe of this self-evolving universe.

2. Marvel at the living ecosphere of this planet.
3. Value all forms of life.

4. Develop a lifestyle that preserves the balance of the planetary ecosystem.

5. Refrain from activities that endanger the future of any species.
6. Show compassion to all living creatures.
7. Value the human relationships that bind us into social groups.

8. Appreciate the total cultural legacy we have received from our forebears.

 9. Set the needs of the global society before those of ourselves, our tribe,
    
    or our nation.

10. Accept the burden of responsibility now upon us for the future of our        
     species and the protection of all planetary life. 
In her Anzac Day sermon entitled Urban Shepherds, our minister Alison Whish revisited the number ten through another lens, asking: "Are we prepared to lay our life down in such a way as to address the issues facing our world when it comes to global warming ...? Are we prepared to modify our present lives so that there might be a liveable world for future generations?"
She went on to quote from The Future We Choose: Surviving the Climate Crisis written by Christina Figueres, the fomer Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention on Climate Change, and Tom Rivett-Carmac, CEO of the Carbon Disclosure Project in the USA. In it they sketch the present state of the world, showing us where we will land if we continue to live as we are. They then list ten actions that are steps towards the vision they develop of a sustainable life on earth, where climate change has been stopped from progressing as the current predictions suggest it will. They are:
1. Let go of the Old World. We need to make profound shifts in the way we live, work and relate to each other. In climate conversations it is not helpful to engage in blame games. Change tends to heighten our sense of vulnerability and may prompt a retreat into tribalism. Yet we need to be intentional in letting go of a past dominated by fossil fuels. We must honour the past, then move on.
2. Face your grief, but hold a vision of the future. We need to muster courage to face the uncertainty of this new future. 
3. Defend the truth. The scientific method is fraying under the onslaught of social media. Facts are regularly being obscured to serve political purposes. It is often informative to ‘follow the money’ or to consider where power is residing in a particular debate. We all have the responsibibility to seek out facts and check the veracity of what we are being told. 
4. See yourself as a citizen, not as a consumer. Reflect on the extent to which being a consumer is part of your idea of a good life. Being a consumer eats into our mental space that could be being used in different ways. A simpler life frees up brain space for the deepening of relationships and loving of neighbours.  We can develop the mental discipline to resist the cultural push to consume and switch to buying only ethically sustainable products. 
5. Move beyond fossil fuels. We each have a degree of autonomy in how we choose to live our lives. We can find alternatives. We can create our own emission reduction plan. A written plan with stated targets is much more likely to be achieved. 
6. Reforest the Earth. One study found that reforesting an area the size of the United States would absorb and store 205 billion tons of carbon, while supporting biodiversity. That equates to 70% of all the CO2 released since the beginging of the Industrial Revolution. This is a simple but urgent action in which we can all participate, by planting trees and boycotting the products that are driving deforestation. 
7. Invest in a clean economy. Those of us with tangible financial resources in the form of shares and superannuation can exercise discretion as to where those resources are invested. 
8. Use technology responsibly. Technological advances such as solar panels, electric vehicles and green hydrogen can assist us in limiting climate change. But they need to be evalauated and not seen as a magic bullet, or an excuse for inaction on our part. 
9. Build gender equality. Our news continues to feature items on the murder suicide of victims of domestic assault. April this year has been no exception. Such occurrences are a sure sign that we are yet to achieve equality.  Companies with women on their boards have been shown to be more likely to invest in renewable energy. It is women who are leading many communal efforts to tackle climate change, domestic abuse and other problems. 
10. Engage in politics. We must elect leaders who see far reaching action on climate change as their first priority. Civil resistence from the public can outdo leaders in effecting change. We need to press for change inside our political systems, and also in our corporations. A fascinating point of history is that once 3.5% of a population participates in non-violent protest, success becomes inevitable. That threshold is quite low and should give us great hope. 
These ten actions, Alison suggests, are also a useful set of guidelines for we modern disciples who wish to take up and mirror the model of shepherd leadership that Jesus spoke of. So there you have it - ten actions or ten practical premises of ecological spirituality to replace the ten commandments. Take your pick.
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