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Humanity at the Crossroads; An Open Letter of Appeal for Spivitual Leadership

The Multifaith Association of SA Inc.

PO Box 106, Park Holme SA 5043
Tel. 0402 884 536
multifaithsa@gmail.com / www.multifaithsa.org.au

Adelaide, June 2015

Dear Spiritual Leader,

We are a multifaith group from South Australia, and we humbly ask you to read the following
attached letter in peace and with an open mind. Humanity is at the crossroads and this letter is an
appeal for spiritual leadership from all faiths and from all parts of our country.

These are our contemplations: q
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There has never been a more significant and crucia
protect this precious and unique world, home to so

We accept the clear sc_‘|en'r|f|c acts that humanlty through explonahon excessive lifestyles and
waste production has reached the limits of our ecological systems.

We recogniz&_clear messages expressed by the vast majority of the scientific community
that we need to act with urgency in order to avoid catastrophic climate change and the
collapse of the ecological systems we all derend on.

We express our great concern at the injustice that
contributed to the planet’s imminent ecolo i

if wesdo not act.

,ﬂie poorest in the world, who have least
collapse, are the ones who will suffer most from

V

believing in justice, love,

We are aware that impleme
faith can engender within p

ong faith and will to act. Religious
act in a selfless way.

We ask you to reflect ug
consider the options for,

ached letter and to specifically

We also ask you to
raising awareness a

e issues, as we believe that

already taking ing governments for urgent

gious leaders ¢ .
their responsibilities based on religious faith.

and by recognisi

We honour the role
action on climate chd

me to demonstrate religious leadership in order to
y divine souls, past, present and in future.

)
Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

The Multifaith Association of South Australia
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Humanity at the Crossroads; An Open Letter of Appeal for Spivitual Leadership

The Multifaith Association of SA Inc.

PO Box 106, Park Holme SA 5043
Tel. 0402 884 536
multifaithsa@gmail.com / www.multifaithsa.org.au

Adelaide, June 2015
Dear Spivitual Leader,

We are writing to you as a multifaith group from South Australia to appeal for your help and
spiritual leadership, as we are very alarmed by recent global developments.

In many ways it seems humanity is at the crossroads.

As we are exploring and indeed exploiting more and more of the planet’s limited resources, the
science has become clear and alarming: W ve reached the limits and indeed have begun to
cause the collapse of the ecological ems epend on_.'\limate change is the most urgent issue
emerging, as according to qur science and dical research, climate change also leads to an
amplification of the many issues with which humanity is already struggling - such as diseases, conflict,
poverty, food and water security and a fairer distribution of resources (1).

This is very alorminﬁé it places billions of lives at risk and further increase!the threat of war and
conflict as well as the écourge of poverty. Subsequently we believe that s need has never been
greater for spiritual leadership to act now on the issue of climate change.

We urge you to stimulate thought on this issue and to outline ways that will empower people from all
faiths to work together to create a world whe

rel, re for the planet and justice for its inhabitants
become the i eflecling God’s will an%ose fon; humanity:- hout a douB'r, we are
unlikely to ithout spiritual and religious co-operation.
Although science may have the facts and technical solutions, religio
to act now. Hence fhe?é-igg vital need f
significant problems. .'\:‘
Reassuringly, this urgent issue reflects neither o™ fined state, nor something that is
unchangeable or inevitable, for it & r
more fair, just and safer world fo
present, not only is there an unf
the potential of a long-term di

of our remaining resources. At
t, through climate change, also

To put it simply, neither the g ) e res and nor are they able to do
anything about the impendi .k res ond WE CAN do something.
This injustice and intergene i i i / he current doctrines of our
great world religions and sp ting love, justice, equality and unity.

One way to address these injustices would be to
to all nations and to reduce barriers to adoption
the world. This would result in a triple benefit world communities: a. enable significant and
effective action on climate change by reducing gr@hhouse gases, b. allow nations access to the clean
energies they desperately need to develop out of poverty without increasing emissions, and c. at the
same time, allow rich developed nations to pay back the carbon debt we owe the developing world
in a real and helpful way, by providing these technologies cheaply.

ke new and clean energy technologies available
these solutions can be embraced quickly around

Within this great challenge for change, there is also a great opportunity. There is no doubt that dealing
with climate change effectively will require a world-wide unified approach. The increasing cooperation
and global unity of the large and many diverse faith communities is urgently needed to deal with conflicts
and solve major challenges. Mutual co-operation unified through faith could define this century as one of
the greatest advancements in the history of humanity instead of becoming one of the biggest failures.
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Change will not be easy as our western civilization will need to be prepared for major shifts in our
life-styles and expectations. Societies, politicians and policy makers must be encouraged through our
spiritual leaders to embrace clean energy technologies and to continue to inspire the public to adopt
much simpler and physically healthier lifestyles with wastage of far fewer resources.

P

Simply, through spiritual leadership, education and awareness, the potential for motivational
change is huge, as are the possibilities of heaven on earth.

D

Many religious leaders are beginning to speak out on these issues: Pope Francis (2) and Desmond Tutu
(3) have recently made clear s'ra'remen'rs expressing their concern in this regard. Both leaders have
made clear links between our econo deali climate chdhge and sustainability. Many Australian
Catholics are joining the new in'ternq nal codlition of Global Catholic Climate Movement (4).

“On climate change, there is a clear, definitive and ineluctable ethical imperative to act.” — Pope Francis

In September 2014, over 200 religious and spiritual leaders from acrossgthe world voiced the
commitment of their !rh traditions to a just climate treaty at the Religions for the Earth conference in
New York (5). Their aim was to spur conversations about climate change as a social justice issue, the
moral imperative to care for the natural world, anct.to help shape and accelerate actions towards an
effective international climate treaty. 4

-
.

Desmond Tutu is so concerned that he has repeatedly called for an apartheid style divestment boycott

of our energy companies which
qompleg/a;' egard of

- L
“Continue ‘o exploit the last re inindfossil fuels for profit whilst being i
. our scienfific warnings on the environmental li

In simple terms, monywanl ontinue mining, exporting and burning fossil fuels far in
excess of the 2 degree warming i nsﬁtuﬁons with our money.

For the same reasons that religious afiels
invest and profit from products thqifh

must consider any investments i
our vital productive and natura

oral and ethical prerogative not to
co, weapons, child slavery), they
that result in the destruction of
enerations depend.

Divestment is an important o siderations into our financial
dealings. It has been emplo ; and Apartheid, transferring
our money out of destructi | inte" sustainable ices. > d 100 religious institutions,
including the Uniting Chur Australia, and 1@BUniversities have "alf€ady begun to divest their
financial investments out of many fossil fuel indusfil# sectors/shares/banks and to redirect their funds
into more sustainable practices (6).

Leaders of the major Australian faith groups sign
Brisbane not to ignore the urgency of climate chan@@, to end fossil fuel subsidies and to transfer funds
to cleaner, more efficient energy technologies (7). #eaders of major faith groups have also asked the
government for stronger emission cuts and decisive action to avoid catastrophic climate change (8).

a joint letter urging the G20 leaders meeting in

There has never been greater urgency to act. According to our scientists, we have nearly reached the
threshold of catastrophic run-away global warming. Our most highly regarded international medical
publications such as The Lancet and the BMJ (British Medical Journal) are calling it a “medical
emergency” and “the biggest health threat of our times” with billions of lives threatened (9).
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We hope this letter finds you well.

We are aware that as a spiritual leader you have much to do and have little time. We therefore
sincerely hope that you have the time and strength to act on this challenge and to inform your
community of the huge potential of spiritual advancement and unity that the threat of climate change
brings with it for humanity. Indeed, despite time pressures, many spiritual leaders are already taking
action and we hope you can join them (3, 5, 6).

Divestment, considering our financial dealings in light of our values and ethics, is just one possible way
of how such a journey could begin within your faith community.

Humanity is indeed at the crossroads, and every action taken now will have the potential to make a
big difference before it is too late.

Ti}g Mu

We have f
to contrib

on ideas for action on climate
in your community.

Please feel free to contact us and
change including on Divestment. B
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How do | divest?

our concerns and ask them to
than satisfactory, move your
ow why they lost you.

Find out where your bank stq
make a commitment to dives
business to a bank committe

Find out how exposed your annuation fund ¢
Responsible’ Investment option, review their inclu
they are ‘fossil fuel free’. Make a complaint to yo
a fossil free option. As a last resort move your sup

d be to fossil fuels.” " If your fund has a ‘Socially
and exclusion criteria; many SRIs don’t specify
fund if they do not disclose their position or offer
funds to an alternative provider.

Will returns on my investments be less aft@l divestment?

A recent study by the Aperio Group, a group of investment advisors, found that screening out the top
200 fossil fuel companies only increased portfolio risk by an insignificant 0.01%.° In fact there may
be significant financial risks in keeping money invested in fossil fuels in a carbon-constrained world.

Disclaimer: This information does not constitute individual financial advice. For specific financial advice
contact a registered financial adviser!
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. The Asset Owners Disclosure Project http://qodproject.net/

RESOURCES

Market Forces (how to compare your banks) http: //www.marketforces.org.au/banks/compare

Super Switch (how to compare your Superannuation) http://superswitch.org.au/

Carbon Tracker Initiative http://www.carbontracker.org/wastedcapital

The National Energy Efficiency Network (providing on-line assistance for faith and community
groups wishing to save energy and reduce emissions) http://www.neen.org.au

The Climate Institute http://www.climateinstitute.org.au/unburnable-carbon.html

The Vital Few http://www.areyouthevitalfew.org/

-proofing-your-investments-moving-
A
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Write a pastc ; iving thqm hope and e

ntent /cli

I’S 1‘0 is

organization that is taking
ve stories on your website,

making the links between your fg teps taken by the community.

Make the operations of your ¢ able, then publicise your

actions and share the good

Visit Australian Religious more information and help:

www.drrcc.org.au




